Thus I strongly urge the Department to reconsider inclusion of these blocks in
its rezoning plan, with an eye towards establishing appropriate height and bulk
controls, maintaining streetwalls, and eliminating or reducing the vast
preference currently given to hotel and community facility development in the
area.

(ler S

Andrew Berman
Executive Director

Cc: Borough President Scott Stringer
City Councilmember Rosie Mendez
State Senator Tom Duane
Assemblymember Deborah Glick
Community Board #3, Manhattan
community groups



CITY OF NEW YORK
OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

4 August, 2006

Dear Concerned Citizen:

Thank you for your recent letter regarding the Department’s draft rezoning proposal for the East
Village and Lower East Side.

Please be assured that I am aware of the desire to preserve neighborhood character throughout the
East Village and Lower East Side as well as in other areas of the city which share such an
established sense of place. We are working to preserve the predominantly mid-rise, continuous
streetwall character of the buildings found throughout the 100 block rezoning area by introducing
contextual zoning districts.

The area you describe between Third and Fourth Avenues has a distinctly different character from
the East Village east of Third Avenue where our goal is to preserve an established and consistent
built fabric. We look forward to continuing to work closely with Community Board 3 and other
community stakeholders on this important initiative.

We very much appreciate your continued input and active participation. As we are unable to
respond individually to each signatory, we trust that you will share this letter with them. Thank
you again for sharing your concerns on this matter.

Very sincerely,

Amanda M. Burden

ce: Raymond Gastil
Edith Hsu-Chen
Arthur Huh

AMANDA M. BURDEN, AICP, DIRECTOR
22 READE STREET, NEW YORK, NY 10007-1216
(212) 720-3200 FAX (212) 720-3219 :
NYC.GOV/PLANNING





