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July 31, 2007

Robert B. Tierney, Chair
NYC Landmarks Freservation Cornmission
One Centre Stroot, 9ft Floor North
Now YorK NY 10007

Doar Chair Tierney:

I am writing to express my interest in the Landmarks Preservation Commission pPC) rsviswing
the proposal for the South Village Historic District, which was proposed in a report by Androw S.
Dolka( commissioned by the Greenwich Viltage Society for Historic Preservation, ln tho past
Greenwich Village residents have been able to count on you and LPC to protoct oru historic
neighborhoods and landmarks. I look forward to LPC's continued, instrurnontal effort to prctect
and preservo tho physioal logacies of New York City's past-

As you know, the South Village is a vital conter to New York City's downtown history. It$ rich
legacy, dating baok to the Dutoh sottlcment era in lower Manhattan, is manifested in the charming
archit€chre and idiosynoratio skestscapes of this neighborhood located just south of Washington
Square Park. It holds a strong sense of place, steeped in rare oxamples of well-rnaintained
tenemeots in pre-law, old law, new law, Neo'GrEc, ltalianate, Romanosque REvival, and Beaux
Arts styles. This neighborhood, once salled "Littls Aftioa," in the mid-nineteenth century,
bacame a dominantly immigrant ltalian neighborhood during the turn of the contury. It is
presently a famous neighborhood that inspircs its residgnts, artisG, and viaitors ftom sround tho
world, and doserves oonsideration by LPC as a potontial Historic Landmarked District.

ln the fast-pacod real psiato rnarkot in Now York, many rreighborhoods' histories have been
ov€rrun by dovolopment, The South Village, however, has remained very mush a high-caliber
candidats for designation.

I would liks to thank you and the LPC for everything you have done in the 3'd Ciry Council
Distict, and throughout the City of New York. I ask thet you ploase oontinus to ke.ep my office
apprised of any dwelopments relating to this proposal, fls you always do with proservation issues
in my district. Again, thank you for dl your work.

Sincerely,

fh,-.9;-
Christine C. Quinn
NYC Council Speaker
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October 10.2007

Hon. Robert B. Tiemey
Commissioner
Landmarks Preservation Commission
I Centre Street, 9th Floor
New York, NY 10007

Fax and Mail

Dear Commissioner Tierney:

I urge the Commission to move ahead with consideration of the South Village Historic
District proposal submitted by the Greenwich Village Society for Historic Preservation as
soon as possible. With the almost unanimous support the proposal has received and the
increasing danger the area faces, there is no reason to delay.

The South Village is an area rich in wonderful architecture and many important layers of
New York City's and our country's history. Many streets in the South Village are virtually
unchanged for over a hundred years. The area contains an unparalleled array of tenements of
every style and type, along with an incredible mixture of early 19'n Century houses, churches,
theaters, reform housing, institutions, and industrial and commercial buildings. The South
Village is rich in immigrant history, containing the oldest extant church in the Americas built
for an Italian congregation and having been one of the most important communities for first-
generation immigrants to the United States from Italy, as well as having an extraordinarily
rich heritage of cultural and counter-cultural innovation and activity. It is high time that the
working-class and immigrant history of a neighborhood like the South Village, and one so
rich in so many layers of cultural history, be recognized, honored, and preserved.

The South Village has remained remarkably free from large-scale physical change, making it
a perfect candidate for historic district designation. But without such designation soon, that
may well change. In just the last few years several critical and beloved historic buildings in
the neighborhood have been lost, and many more could be lost without action by the City.



I hope the Commission will consider this important proposal as soon as possible. This

wonderful neighborhood and critical slice of our city's history is endangered, and should be

preserved for future generations to appreciate.

Sincerely,

dea
Tony Avella
Council Member
District 19 - Northeast Queens

TA:lms
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June 28,2001

Chairman Roberl Tierney
Landmarks Preservation Commission
1 Centre Street
New York, NY 10007

Dear Chairman Tierney:

I am writing on behalf of the Municipal Art Society to support the Greenwich Village Society for
Historic Preservation's proposal for a South Village Historic District. The South Village is a remarkably
intact neighborhood that reflects the city's immigrant and working class history. Today, the area is one
of the most vibrant in New York and, as a result, is experiencing inappropriate development and the loss
of historic buildings such as the Sullivan Street Playhouse, the Judson Houses, and the Poe House.

The special character of the South Village is derived in large part from its diverse collection of working-
class architecture. From religion to entertainment, nearly every facet of immigrant life is represented in
the built environment. Without legal protection and the expert guidance of the commission's staff, the
cast-iron and wooden storefronts, colorful tenements of every style and type, churches, and charming
rowhouses are threatened by inappropriate changes and demolition.

As the National Register nomination makes clear, the South Village is aiso significant for its role in the
cultural evolution of New York and the entire country. The stories embedded in these buildings are
undeniabiy significant and unparalleled in richness and texture: the struggles and successes of Italian-
Americans and the first wave of immigrants to New York, gay and lesbian history, the development of
bebop, off-Broadway theater, and the flourishing of folk music and coffeehouse culture. Many of these
survive in the area's thriving present, but are threatened by its uncertain future,

The Municipal Art Society's Preservation Committee reviewed and adamantly supports the creation of
the South Village Historic District. They recogntzed that the area's architecture is largely intact and
representative of the city's immigrarrt, working class, and countercultural heritage. The committee noted
that the inclusion of archeology in the historic district is important because of the potential for sites that
would yield important information about "Little Africa," the largest African-American community in
mid-nineteenth century New York.



Considered in the context of another great wave of immigration to New York and as the South Village
faces growing development pressures, the Municipal Art Society urges the Landmarks Preservation
Commission to act soon to preserve an areathat has been synonymous with immigrant life and take a
significant step towards including working class history in the future development of the city.

Sincerely,

1 l ,  .  I

d,(W lk/q1/N*f-
Lisa Kersavage v

Kress/RFR Fellow for Historic Preservation

Jr", Andrew Berman, Greenwich Village Society for Historic Preservation




