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Preservation League of New York State 

Greenwich Village Society for Historic Preservation 

S ince its founding in 1980, the 
Greenwich Village Society for His-
toric Preservation has been dedi-

cated to the preservation of the architec-
tural heritage and cultural history of 
Greenwich Village and the East Village. 
Their efforts to build grassroots support, 
and to monitor and inform the decisions 
of New York City agencies should serve 
as an inspiration to other preservation 
organizations. 
 
The Greenwich Village Society for His-
toric Preservation recently achieved a 
number of preservation goals that for 

decades had proved elusive. From the implementation of measures to pro-
tect the historic buildings and character of the Far West Village and Green-
wich Village waterfront, to the designation of the Gansevoort Market His-
toric District, once-endangered buildings are now protected. 

 
“Several fragile historic properties in the Far West Village and Meatpacking 
district which were threatened with, or vulnerable to, demolition have been 
preserved and are now being restored,” said Andrew Berman, Executive 
Director of the Greenwich Village Society for Historic Preservation. “Now 
that these historic buildings are no longer facing the wrecking ball, this honor 
from the Preservation League will help inspire us to expand our energies into 
other urgent preservation needs in our service area.” 

Andrew Berman (center), 
Executive Director of the 
Greenwich Village Society 
for Historic Preservation, 
and New York State 
Senator Thomas K. Duane 
(D, WFP–Manhattan)  
 present a holiday card to 
New York City Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg (left).  
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Excellence in Historic Preservation Awards 

T he formerly abandoned Public 
School 70 is an important part 
of the urban fabric of Bedford-

Stuyvesant, and for too long, it stood 
as a dangerous symbol of neglect in the 
neighborhood it once served. The 
quality of the restoration of this once-
derelict building and the sensitive new 
addition, along with the return of this 
historic building to academic use, is 
truly exemplary. 
 
James W. Naughton’s 1880 gauged red 
brick and brownstone school building 
was abandoned in the late 1970s after a major fire. Uncommon 
Schools, a non-for-profit organization known for developing urban 
college preparatory charter schools in the northeast chose the site for 
its academy in Brooklyn – Excellence Charter School – after an ex-
haustive search.  
 
“The lowest-risk strategy would have been to demolish the charred 
shell of the building,” said David Saltzman, Executive Director of the 
Robin Hood Foundation and a trustee of the Excellence Charter 
School.  “It required the extraordinary vision of Robert A.M. Stern 
Architects to reincarnate this lost treasure as a new charter school.” 
 
 

Excellence Charter School of  Bedford-Stuyvesant 

Key Participants 
• Uncommon Schools 
• Excellence Academies 

Foundation 
• Excellence Charter 

School of  
Bedford-Stuyvesant 

• New York City  
Department of  
Education 

• New York City School 
Construction Authority 

• Civic Builders 
• TLM Group 
• Robert A.M. Stern  

Architects  
• Robert Silman  

Associates 
• MGJ Associates, Inc.  
• Leonard Strandberg 

Associates  
• S. DiGiacomo & Son 
• Existing Conditions 

Surveys  
• Testwell Laboratories 
• JAM Consultants  
• Skyline Consultants  
• Pillori Associates 
• Cline Bettridge  

Bernstein Lighting  
Design 

• Fisher Dachs  
Associates  

• Shen Milsom & Wilke  
• Pentagram  
• Construction  

Specifications, Inc.  




